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The Office of the Chief Medical Officer of Health recently announced the easing of COVI D-19 public health 

measures, including lifting capacity limits in public spaces such as courthouses. This has increased the 

Ontario Court of Justice's capacity to return to in person proceedings. 

The Court remains committed to using technology to better serve court users and improve access to justice, 

including the use of remote technology (video or telephone) in appropriate cases. Moving forward, OCJ 

criminal proceedings will be heard in-person, by remote technology (video or telephone) or a combination of 

in-person and remote technology. The Court will be engaging in consultations with its justice partners to 

determine how best to implement this vision in the long term. In the meantime, the Court has established 

interim guidelines for modes of appearance in criminal proceedings, which will come into effect April 4, 2022. 

The chart below sets out the mode of appearance that will apply in OCJ criminal proceedings as of April 4, 

2022. The mode of appearance identified below is always subject to a judicial officer directing otherwise. 

This will allow RSJs and RSJPs or their designate(s), to account for local circumstances. It will also allow the 

judicial officer presiding over a particular proceeding to address circumstances specific to that proceeding. 

If the guideline set out in the chart conflicts with the content of any COVID-19 notice or directive previously 

issued by the Court, the guideline in the chart will prevail, unless a judicial officer directs otherwise. 

OCJ Criminal Proceedings - Interim Mode of Appearances* as of April 4, 2022 

*Note: The mode of appearance is subject to direction by the presiding judicial officer and/or RSJ or RSJP or

designate.

Before scheduling a matter to proceed by video, participants should confirm that the technology is available 

to accommodate the video appearance. 

Proceeding Mode of Appearance (as of April 4, 2022) 
Bail 

First appearances (from Accused will appear by video or audio unless otherwise directed. 

station; also WASH court) 

Bail hearings For contested bail hearing§.: Accused will appear .QY. video unless otherwise 

directed. 

This Notice has been superseded or replaced by subsequent directives published 
on the Ontario Court of Justice website. This is an archived version provided for 

reference only.






